
 Alsager Carnival 
The annual Alsager Carnival event, hosted by Alsager & 
District Round Table is taking place on Saturday 15th June 
2019.
This year’s event will see the parade leave Asda’s car park in the town at 
12 noon on its way to the main event in Milton Park where there will be 
food and charity stalls, performances by stunt performers, rides for the 
children, competitions and much more.

If you’d like to get in-
volved, there’s still time 
to enter a parade float to 
represent your group or 
club or to book a stall. 
You can get more details 
by e-mailing Andy at 
alsagercarnival@gmail.
com

Alsager & District 
Round Table is always 
looking for new mem-
bers. If you’re male aged 
18-45 & you’d like to 
learn more about what 
membership involves, 
we can be contacted 
through out Facebook & 
Twitter pages.
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WOOLISCROFTS SOLICITORS
incorporating EDWARD HOLLINSHEAD

‘Kings of the Legal Jungle’ - for all you legal requirements
20c Lawton Road, ALSAGER 

Offices also at HANLEY, TUNSTALL, WOLSTANTON & STONE

www.woolliscrofts.co.ukTELEPHONE 0800 083 97 87

Alsager 874835 Mobile 07860 526042
33 Pikemere Road, Alsager

All TV, DVD, Sky & digital repairs
New & Reconditioned LCDs for sale

LIONEL GRINT
TV & DIGITAL SPECIALIST

The most looked forward to event in the local cal-
endar returns on the weekend of 13-14 July 2019. 
With the takeover of the beautiful Milton Park on Saturday and mu-
sic in pubs and clubs over the whole weekend, this year’s event is 
set to be the biggest ever in Alsager’s history.
Headlining the main stage on Saturday 
13 July are local Pink Floyd tribute 
band, Floyd Machine. If that’s not your 
thing, The Th3rd Coming will be play-
ing a mix of covers in the Sunken Gar-
den or you can head over to the Con-
crete (dance) Stage by the skate park.
Earlier in the day, we have music rang-
ing from the blues rock of The Slide 
Machine to local electro-rockers 10 O’clock Chemical and the nu-folk of Megan 
Dixon-Hood. Over in the Marquee, you can catch local newcomers, Primate and 
Lysander, along with a host of other amazing musical talent. The Sunken Garden 
is the lovely setting for a plethora of acoustic artists to delight an appreciative 
audience and finally, the Concrete Stage is host to a massive lineup of DJs, set to 
get you raving throughout the day.
Pop over to Milton Park at 12 noon on Saturday and grab a Festival Programme, 
which will keep you informed of everything that is going on both in the park and 
across other venues in Alsager. Not only can you hear amazing music all day, 
but there are plenty of food and drink outlets and craft stalls in the park as well.
On Sunday, the festival crowd moves over to The Lodge where the music starts 
off at 12.30 and continues throughout the day.
Our event is sponsored by Autonet Insurance Group, Swintons and Carole Nash. 
The Lodge provides the Beer Tent / Marquee and Protectapet provides the Sunk-
en Garden stage.

Alsager Music Festival

Mike
Humphreysl

Tel: 01270 874968
Mobile: 07894 730177

25 Hazel Grove, Alsager

Call Mike Humphreys Today for:
Tiling & Plastering 

Full Bathrooms - Wetrooms Fitted

Find me on facebook: 
Mike Humphreys Tiling, Plastering& bathroom

JOSEPH

& SONS
FAMILY FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS SINCE 1882

S A I F
INDEPENDENT

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

TEL: 01270 882097
144/146 CREWE ROAD, ALSAGER

EDWARDS

Private Chapels of Rest, Monumental Masonry, 
Floral Tributes,Catering, Nationwide Repatriation 

Service, D.S.S. Financial Grant Claims, 
Advice on Pre-Paid Funeral Planning.

All available 24 hours in strictest confidence.

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

GOLDEN
CHARTER
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Established 20 years

Nelson Bank, Acres Nook, Kidsgrove, ST6 4QL
www.adams-removals.co.uk        email: nicolas.adams@btinternet.com

ADAMS & SONS
REMOVALS & STORAGE

POSSIBLY THE CHEAPEST - DEFINITELY THE BEST
LOCAL & NATIONAL MOVES

HOUSEHOLD & COMMERCIAL MOVES
l Cleaning Service Available
l Caravan Transportation Available
l Piano Specialist

l Full/Part Packing Service Available
l Short/Long Term Storage with CCTV
l Medium & Large Vans
l Free Home Visit To Discuss 
    Your Requirements
l Experienced, Reliable, Trained Staff
l Suppliers of boxes & packing materials

Proud members of 
Checkatrade

FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE 

01782  239469           01270  382469

Alsager Station Community Day
All welcome at Alsager Station Community Day on Tues-
day 28 May 10am – 4pm.
Station Commu-
nity Days are an 
opportunity for our 
station teams to 
meet new members 
of the local com-
munity and to get 
lots of jobs done all 
in one day.  These 
include weeding, planting, painting and litter picking.  All equipment will be 
provided, but please bring clothes you don’t mind getting dirty.  No previous 
experience required!

Please feel free to come along even if you can only spare an hour or two.  
Meet our friendly station adopters and ask them about the wonderful work 
they do at Alsager’s award winning station.  More volunteer adopters always 
needed!

The day will be organised by the North Staffordshire Community Rail 
Partnership and East Midlands Trains. Free lunch provided. Please contact 
Claire Sandys (Community Rail Officer) on 07879 115698.

London Northwestern Railway 
timetable changes

Please check train times before you travel after 19 
May.  The new timetable is available to pick up at 
staffed stations.  

They can also be viewed on the London North-
western Railway website; select May Timetable 
Change.

Family Fun Open Day
On Saturday 20th July from 1pm until 5pm, 
Alsager Tennis Club will be hosting a 
FAMILY FUN OPEN DAY.  Save the date, 
it’s free to attend and everyone is invited!

On the day the club will be offering taster coaching sessions, fun games, 
competitions and prizes for all the family, a raffle and more.  There will also 
be BBQ food, Ice-Cream on sale and a licensed bar.

It’s going to be a great fun day and an opportunity for visitors to come along 
and view the facilities, chat to the coaches and explore tennis.

The Club is located slightly off the beaten track, but you will find it located 
behind Fairview Carpark, opposite Highfields School… just follow the signs 
and balloons on the day and we will look forward to seeing lots of visitors 
from Alsager and the surrounding areas. For more information, please tele-
phone Committee Member, Jason Lockett on 07881650677.

In the saddle for charity
Mark Chadwick from Biddulph Physiotherapy & 

Sports Injury Clinic is taking on a gruelling cycle 
ride in order to raise money for The Christie.

Starting from St Bees on the east coast in Cumbria the ride is expected to 
cover a distance of around 180 miles, and Mark will set off on the 4th July with 
7 other riders, who will be riding ‘Coast to Coast’, ending up 4 days later in 
Robin Hoods Bay in North Yorkshire.

To raise money people are invited to make a guess at how long they think it 
will take (how many hours in the saddle actual riding) for £2 and the winning 
guess wins £50. To make your guess you simply need to pop into the clinic 
at 4 Station Road, Biddulph, ST8 6BJ, 01782 519800 and the forms are on 
the desk.
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Open 7 days a week: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm : Sunday 10am - 4pm

The M6 Bed Warehouse, Unit 18a, Radway Green Business Park, Alsager, Cheshire, CW2 5PR

The M6 Bed Warehouse
The Biggest Bed 
Shop in Cheshire

Over 160 Beds on Display : Free Delivery & Free Disposal
Tel: 01270 879379 : www.m6beds.co.uk

MATTRESSES  BEDS  OTTOMANS  BEDFRAMES  HEADBOARDS  ACCESSORIES

Alsager Gin & Beer Festival
The organisers of Alsager’s Charity Gin and Beer Festival 
are pleased to announce that they will be holding this very 
successful event at the Alsager Cricket Ground on 5th, 6th 

and 7th July.
The festival is a key fund raiser for this lo-
cal charity which only supports local causes. 
Alan Stancliffe, who is the key organiser, 
said, ‘The festival has been a resounding suc-
cess these past two years and has allowed us 
to support a cardiac screening programme 
for younger people, the Community Support 
Centre, the Guides and disadvantaged young 
people among others. There are a number of 
other good causes we want to help in 2019 
and I hope the event will be as well supported 
as in previous years.’

The festival will build on last year’s success-
ful format with live music in the evenings, 
food available on Friday evening and on Saturday. The event has been timed 
so that there is a cricket fixture for patrons to enjoy on Saturday afternoon. 
20 beers and 2 ciders will be available to sample along with a range of popu-
lar gins and mixers.

David Black, one of the organisers, said, ‘This is a fun event that has been 
greatly enjoyed by everyone who has come along. We intend to keep it that 
way by banning any mention of the EU and the ‘B word’! Unless of course 
you want a pint of Butty Bach! For those who don’t know, butty bach is Welsh 
for little friend. Why not come along and buy your friend a Butty Bach?’

The organisers are grateful to their sponsors who have contributed hugely to 
the success of the event. More sponsors are sought this year. If you can help 
please email David: Alsager.Charity.BeerGin.Fest@gmail.com

Alsager Cancer Support
Over the last twelve months McColls have very kindly do-
nated over £850 towards the cost of the refurbishment of 
our premise. 

In particular we would like to 
thank Mr Adam Dickinson, 
Manager McColls, Ridgeway 
Street, Crewe whose store 
donated £493 and Mr Jamie 
Daniels, Manager McColls, 
West Street Branch, Crewe 
whose store donated £358. 

These generous donations 
have enabled much needed 
work to be done in the Charity 
Shop which has led to a signif-
icant improvement in weekly 
takings and hence valuable 
funds to help various Cancer 

organisations we support.

In addition several other events have been or will be held.The photograph 
above was taken at a recent Coffee Morning held at Alsager Civic Centre at 

which £429 was raised. 

We would like to thank everyone who sup-
ported us and all those who helped. We are 
hoping to have another event during the 
summer followed by our annual Christmas 
Market.

Muriel Timewell, Chairperson Alsager 
Cancer Support.

Left too right - Kath and Dennis Brumpton, 
Barbara Pointon, Sue Helliwell, Christine 

McFarlan, Muriel Timewell, Audrey Dawber, 
Fiona Bruce MP, Marian Powell, Jenny 

Bowmer, Brena Bromont

The premises have 
been refurbished
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and family friends Carrie Dempsy and Lorraine 
Standring asked us to help arrange a raffle and 
auction as part of the Robfest fundraising event. 
We would like to extend a special thanks to all 
those business’s and retailers who supported us 
with that event which raised £4,000 in total – it’s 
a fantastic reflection on the area that there are far 
too many supporters to list individually! Robert 
has recovered from his illness, but it’s taken a lot 
out of him and he remains in hospital recovering 
his strength. If all continues as it is, he should be 
home soon.

We rely on the local community to let us know 
about these good causes, so please don’t hesitate 
to contact us through our social media pages if 
you think we can help anyone – our Facebook 
and Twitter feeds are constantly monitored and 
we also have an Instagram account (just search 
for Alsager Round Table).

The next big event in our calendar is the Alsager 
Carnival, which takes place on Saturday June 
15th and has a “Mardis Gras” theme this year. 
If you would like a stall at the event, or if you 
would like to enter a float into the parade, then 
you can get more information by e.mailing us at 
alsagercarnival@gmail.com.

Finally, The Round Table is an international col-
lection of locally based groups like ours who’s 
main aim is to develop young men socially an-
dprofessionally whilst contributing to the qual-
ity of life in their local area by putting on events 
and supporting local good causes. We meet every 

News from Alsager & District Round Table

AJS GUTTER 
CLEANING
Gutter Clearance 
& Repair Service

Blocked gutters are the most 
common cause of damp which 
can lead to expensive repairs

All rubish removed
Down spouts unblocked & flushed
Soffits, facias & cladding cleaned

Prices from just £35
Call James on:
01782 585 011
07792 978 896

other week on Thursday nights (you don’t need 
to attend every meeting – many of them are so-
cial) and we are actively seeking new members. 
Membership is open to men aged between 18 - 
45 and if you are interested in joining, then you 
are again invited to come along to some of our 
meetings to get to know us and see how things 
work – you can again use our social media pages 
to get in touch.

Alsager & Dis-
trict Round Table 

would like to finish 
off another financial 

year by thanking the 
people of Alsager and it’s surrounding 
areas for their continued support over 
the past twelve months. 
We broke records for both attendance and rev-
enue raised from many of our events this year 
and this has allowed us to put over £12,000 back 
into the local community.

Recent good causes we have supported include 
Alsager Scout Group, who have received a do-
nation that allows them to buy the equipment 
needed to provide first aid training, and Heydays 
who used the money we gave them to help fund 
a Christmas Day Dinner (including transport) for 
elderly people from the area.

We have also supported the people of Rode 
Heath, with donations to the Parents Associa-
tion of Rode Heath Primary School to help fund 
the creation of a daily mile running track at the 
school, and to Rode Heath Scouts, who used the 
money to assist Santa in his tour of Rode Heath.

We have also been able to help local individu-
als and families. Many of these are personal and 
private stories, but we were very concerned to 
hear in December about Robert Brennan’s illness 



All Your Electrical 
Requirements

01782 511119

  Re-Wires
  Extra Lights
  Extra Sockets

www.manorelectrical.com

MANOR
ELECTRICAL
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Lawton Manor Care Home

Saturday 15th June 2019,  
11am - 9pm
Join us for a fun packed day of 
activities, followed by an evening  
of entertainment from singers 
Duo Paul Walker and Karen Pfeiffer.

Lawton Manor  
Care Home Open Day

www.brighterkind.com/lawton-manor

For further details please call  
us on 01270 868 027 

STEPHEN ORGILL

12 WOODSIDE AVENUE, ALSAGER
01270 882850

Painter & Decorator

Visit our showroom in Kidsgrove, Staffordshire 
to see our fantastic displays.
We cover Stoke-on-Trent,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Cheshire and beyond.

l Large Showroom
l Fireplaces, Fires, Stoves
l Woodburning, Multifuel, Gas & Electric
l Bathrooms & Tiles

G&E Fires, Stoves 
Bathrooms Ltd

G&E Fires Stoves Bathrooms Ltd were established 
25 years ago and have been successfully designing 

and installing bespoke and made to measure 
fireplaces and bathrooms ever since!

G&E Fires, Stoves & Bathrooms Ltd, 29 Liverpool Road, Kidsgrove, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 1EA
tel: 01782 785965 fax: 01782 785911 web: www.ge-firesstovesbathrooms.co.uk

email: info@ge-firesstovesbathrooms.co.uk

The University of the Third Age, U3A, spring/summer term 
finishes at the end of May. Some of the activities continue 
during the summer months mostly the exercise related ac-
tivities. 
The autumn term commences on Monday 2nd of September 2019. and finishes 
Friday 22nd of November 2019. Information of our activities and outings can 
be found on our website www.alsageru3a.org.uk.

We have over 1000 people in Alsager U3A and to 
help manage and communicate with our members 
we are making a concerted effort to carry out as 
much of our business and correspondence elec-
tronically as possible. Currently 278 members ei-
ther have not got an email address or they have not 
offered us the information and our aim is to reduce 
this number even further.
The monthly news letter produced by the chair-
man, Roger Poole is a success. It is sent elec-
tronically and a copy is placed in Alsager Library. 
Again, an excellent magazine was produced by 
our editorial team.

The committee continue to work hard but some of us have been on the com-
mittee for a number of years and are getting longer in the tooth. A few of us 
have had health problems. This is a concern and we are aware that we need 
new blood on the committee. If you feel you have some time to offer please 
consider either standing for the committee at the AGM on the 28th October 
2019, or offering to help on a Monday morning at the Civic Centre.
Due to demand we have started another Table Tennis group on Monday from 
2-4 at the 13 Club. This group will play through the summer. The new ukulele 
group is a great success. The leader of Brush up your French group has stated 
that she would like more people to make it worth her while teaching the very 
rusty students. Marie is French, has taught languages professionally and is 
very good at pushing us to “parle en Francais”. So if you know anyone who 
has some knowledge of French but could improve, encourage them to join 
the group. The Digital Photography group are undertaking a tour of western 
Scotland in the autumn. Hopefully they will share with us photographs at our 
Open Day on the 25th November 2019.
The Outings continue to be very popular. Two holidays occurring soon are a 
Tour of the Highlands of Scotland and a River Cruise in Portugal. The daily 
outings are very popular with an interesting outing to Gawsworth Hall on 11th 
August to hear Frank Sinatra songs accompanied by The Foden Band. A big 
thank you to the Outings team for a great programme of events.

Alsager

 An excellent magazine 
was produced by our 

editorial team

RETIRING CHAIRMANS REMARKS
‘As Chairman of Alsager Town Council I have 
found my third term of office just as interesting, 
challenging and rewarding as on the two pre-
vious occasions I have been Chairman. I have 
attended many events both locally and Borough 
wide, some with my Consort Carrie Pletscher. 
Every local event has reflected the debt our 
community owes to the many volunteers who 
serve the residents of Alsager. I was delighted 
to recognise this service by presenting several 
Civic Awards at our Annual Parish Council 
meeting.

My Civic Service at Christ Church was a highlight of my year. The service 
was Ecumenical and the congregation enjoyed the beautiful singing by 
the choir of Excalibur Primary School and words of appreciation by local 
Girl Guides and Brownies to their organisation, which is one of my cho-
sen charities. My other Charity is the Memory Café and related services 
provided by volunteers for those in our town suffering from Dementia 
and their carers. Alsager is now a Dementia Friendly Town thanks to the 
hard work of the Alsager Partnership Dementia Steering Group and their 
many helpers.

2018 was the centenary of the end of World War One and the Town Coun-
cil worked in partnership with the Royal British Legion to commemorate 
the event. I will always remember the time when, at six o’clock in the 
morning of November 11th , I stood outside Alsager Civic and assisted in 
raising the Union Jack while a lone piper played. More than a hundred 
residents witnessed this event and shared in this very special moment of 
remembrance.

The Town Council achieved Quality Status in December and I take this 
opportunity to pay tribute to the hard work of our staff. Their hard work 
ensures that our governance and services are exemplary in their execu-
tion. I give my particular thanks to our Town Clerk, Nicola. Finally I 
thank my Consort for her support during the year and all the Council-
lors who have enabled my year to be successful and memorable. I wish 
the new Town Council a rewarding four years and will be watching their 
progress even though I am now retired as a member. My final and sincere 
thanks is to all the residents of Alsager who have supported me during the 
last thirty years. I have always tried to be a good champion and repre-
sentative, putting people before politics and look forward to continuing to 
serve as an active volunteer in our very special Town.”
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ALSAGER TOWN COUNCIL TOPICS

HOW TO CONTACT ALSAGER TOWN COUNCIL
  Call in:  The Town Council offices are open between   
                10am and 1pm Monday to Friday.

  Phone:   01270 876440

  Email:   clerk@alsagertowncouncil.org.uk 
  admin@alsagertowncouncil.org.uk

  Write to: Alsager Town Council, 3 Lawton Road, 
  Alsager, ST7 2AE.
  Website: www.alsagertowncouncil.org.uk

HOW TO CONTACT ALSAGER CIVIC
  Phone:   01270 879711
  Email:   enquiries@alsagercivic.org.uk
  Write to: Alsager Civic Centre, Lawton Road, 
  Alsager, ST7 2AE.

Agendas for all Town Council and committee meetings will be displayed prior to 
each meeting and will be available for inspection at the offices of the Town Council 
buildings and are being made available on the Town Council website alsagertown-
council.org.uk 3 days prior to each Town Council or Committee meeting.
Members of the general public are most welcome to attend the meetings and there 
will be a public participation period at the beginning of each meeting.

Planning, Environment & Community Committee Tuesday 4th June 7:15pm  
Alsager Institute, Green Drive, Alsager

Finance, Policy and Governance Committee Tuesday 18th June 7:15pm  
Alsager Institute, Green Drive, Alsager

Planning, Environment & Community Committee Tuesday 25th June 7:15pm  
Alsager Institute, Green Drive, Alsager
July meetings
Planning, Environment & Community Committee Tuesday 16th July 7:15pm  
Alsager Institute, Green Drive, Alsager
Alsager Civic and Services Committee Monday 22nd July 4:30pm
Alsager Civic
Institute Committee   Wednesday 24th July 10.00am
Alsager Civic
Town Council   Tuesday 30th July 7.15pm
Alsager Institute, Green Drive, Alsager

June meetings

MAY 2019 ELECTION RESULTS
As a result of the Town Council Elections held on 2nd May 2019, the fol-
lowing members have been elected to the three wards for Alsager Town 
Council for a period of 4 years:-
EAST WARD
Councillors Derek Hough, June Buckley, Michael Unett, Alison Nayling, Jo 
Dale, Julia Hawkins
WEST WARD
Councillors Rod Fletcher, Jane Smith, Phil Williams, Ron Tyson
CENTRAL WARD

Councillors Pauline Hubbard, Julian Goodrich, Jane Hearne, Sue Helliwell

All contact details for your newly elected Council are available on the Town 
Council website and will be published in the next edition of the In Focus.

TOWN COUNCIL CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES

Your Town Council is composed of 14 Town Councillors, at the Annual 
Meeting held on 14th May 2019 members elected Councillor Rod Fletcher 
as the Chairman of Alsager Town Council for the forthcoming Civic Year, 
and Councillor Jane Smith as Vice Chairman. Councillor Derek Hough was 
elected Chairman of the Finance, Policy and Governance Committee and 
Chairman of the Planning, Environment and Community Committee. The 
Civic and Services Committee will be Chaired by Councillor Pauline Hub-
bard and the Personnel Committee will be Chaired by Councillor Ron Ty-
son, Councillor Tyson will also Chair the Alsager Institute Committee.

The Calendar of Meetings was also approved at the Annual Meeting and is 
available on the Town Council Website.

At the start of each meeting there is a Public Participation section during 
which residents of Alsager can bring any issues to the attention of the Town 
Council.

ALSAGER NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Alsager Town Council approved the draft Neighbour-
hood Plan at its meeting held on 12th March 2019. The 

Neighbourhood Plan has now been formally submitted to 
Cheshire East Council under Regulation 15 of the Town 
and Country Planning, England, Neighbourhood Plan-

ning (General) Regulations 2012).

This effectively transfers the ownership of the Plan from the Town 
Council to Cheshire East.

The Plan will now be publicised by Cheshire East Council for further con-
sultation for a period of 6 weeks, followed by an examination by an Inde-
pendent Inspector.

Subject to the Plan being accepted as satisfactory and all of the relevant cri-
teria complied with, we can hopefully expect a referendum later in the year.

Further information can be found at www.alsagerneighbourhoodplan.org.
uk Copies of the plan can be viewed at Alsager Library or from the Town 
Council offices.
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The summer season has started and Alsager Club is fielding 
nine teams per week.  
There are four men’s teams in the City & Suburban League and two men’s, two 
ladies and one mixed team in the Slazenger Mid & South Cheshire League.  Both 
leagues have websites which provide details of officials, features and results in-
cluding the names of players involved in matches.

The City & Suburban League covers the greater North Staffordshire area, includ-
ing Leek and Stone. The Mid & South Cheshire League covers an arc of teams, 
going clockwise, of Alsager, Crewe, Audlem, Nantwich, Northwich, Holmes Cha-
pel and Congleton.

There are home matches at Alsager almost every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day evening. Spectators are welcome and the matches provide an opportunity to 
people new to Alsager to see what the Club is like.

It is situated off School Lane, a narrow dead-end road just past the town carpark 
off Sandbach Road North. It is now the only tennis facility left in Alsager.  Alsager  
tennis club was, it seems, founded in 1908 on a site near Alsager School.  It moved 
to its present site in the 1950’s. There are now four courts with space for a fifth 
if needed.

One younger member of the first team deserves the Club’s 
congratulations on passing the Lawn Tennis Association’s 
Level 3 Tennis Coach Qualification. Through this course 
Christian Hancock has been trained “to coach beginners 
and improvers in groups and as individuals, to understand 
the basics of business management, to understand the com-
petitive structure in the UK and manage the work of Level 

1 and 2 coaching assistants”  (quotation from  L.T.A. website). UK Tennis Coach-
ing Qualifications are supported by the EU European Social Fund.

Tennis is not an easy game for beginners but once you can knock the ball to 
and fro over the net, it is a great game. Help is at hand. Coaching is available 
every Saturday morning from 9.15am with the coach Phil Ingram - phone 01782 
514184.  Details of the Club are also available on the internet.

Tennis offers a lifetime of healthy exercise and a chance to make new friends.  
Why not give it a go?

67 Lynn Avenue, Talke, ST7 1PA
Telephone: 01782 774741

James L Chadwick
Back Pain Therapist

Ultrasound - Laser - Electrotherapy
For all your sports or work related injuries, 

neck pain, back pain, trapped nerves
www.jameslchadwick.co.uk
email: jimchad@gmail.com

Now open evenings and weekends 
By appointment only

The Natural 
Health CentreWeddings & Party Hire

at
Alsager Civic

Tel: 01270 879711 • enquiries@alsagercivic.org.uk 

www.alsagercivic.org.uk

Unique ideas & packages to suit all budgets.

Speak to our experienced team about your 
big day or special occasion.

Choir continues to grow
The Alsager Community Choir is continuing its new found 
success as it becomes one of the regions fastest growing 
choirs. 
The choir now meets twice a week, 
Mondays 7:30-9:30pm and Tuesdays 
1:00-3:00pm, at Wesley Place Meth-
odist Church. Both sessions work on 
the same music, allowing the choirs 
to be brought together for concerts, 
and receive the same expert guidance 
from the choirs director Daniel Keen. 
Daniel is a graduate of the Leeds 
College of Music and has conducted 
choirs for over 10 years. He has ap-
peared in BBC TV documentaries 
and advised about music education 
at European conferences but finds 
conducting the Community Choir 
his most rewarding role. “Conduct-
ing Community Choirs is the best job 
there is. You get to see people grow 
in confidence and new friendships be 
made as well as hear the quality of the sound grow week on week.”

The Monday evening choir has approximately 65 members and the Tuesday af-
ternoon choir has approximately 30 members allowing plenty of fun and laughter. 
The choirs are open to anyone, no previous singing experience is required, and all 
ages are welcome. Some people even bring their new born babies to the Tuesday 
choir allowing them to also experience the health benefits that singing provides. 
The choir is designed to fit around you and your lifestyle, there is no requirement 
to attend every week, although this would help you get the most reward, with 
extra help provided through the choirs website.

Why not come along and see what it is all about, a warm welcome is guaranteed. 
Each session costs just £4.50 including refreshments. Who knows, you might just 
find a new hobby you enjoy.

More information can be found on the choirs website: www.alsagercommunity-
choir.co.uk

Wesley Place Methodist Church

ALSAGER
COMMUNITY
CHOIR

New members welcome

MONDAY 7:30-9:30PM
TUESDAY 1 :00-3:00PM
£4.50 per session
 
www.alsagercommunitychoir.co.uk
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T&M

Your No.1 TV Aerial 
Supplier & Installer

DIGITAL SERVICES
TV Wall Mounting Service Available

Digital TV Aerial & Satellite Installations

Digital TV Aerial & 
Satellite Installations

www.tandmdigitalservices.co.uk

The family business with 
UNBEATABLE PERSONAL service

Call Your Local Engineer

01782 782 283
Mob: 07882 924 826

We believe 
QUALITY, 

SERVICE & 
PRICE go 
together

Alsager Lions Club 
Thanks to our good relationship with Rich Evans, Community 
Officer, at the Tesco Store in Kidsgrove, he was able to contact 
us when a member of the Local Support Team, Tracey, asked 
for some financial help towards rehousing a young man and his 
daughter after his partner of some 10 years had sadly died.

Alsager Lions Club were delighted to be 
able to help with the purchase of a refrig-
erator and washing machine, from Cur-
ry’s PC World store in Hanley, thanks to 
the negotiating skills of Tracey.
We wish the young family all the very 
best in the future.

Leaving Lions
Alsager Lions Club were sorry Lion 
Anton Selvadurai left after many years 
with the club. Anton and his wife Leila 
moved to Nottingham to be closer to 

family. The club will miss them both and wish them well.

Easter Raffle
Alsager Lions Lions wish to thank the following hostelries, man-
agers, staff and especially for those people who took part in this 
years successful Easter Rafffle.
The Bulls Head in Smallwood, Ian and Sharon, winner Toby, The Lawton Arms 
in Church Lawton, Stacey, winner Barbara, The Linley, in Alsager, Jan, winner 
Dennis, The Royal Oak, in Rode Heath, winner Margaret and the The Wilbraham 
Arms in Alsager, Mark and Sam winner Mike.  

Many thanks to everybody who helped raise some £474 for local goods causes.

Picture from the left: Rich Evans, 
Lion President Geoff Rimmer, 

Tracey and Lion Ken Livingston.

Alsager School report
This academic year has seen students at Alsager School 
travelling around the world. 
Over Easter 39 students from years 9, 
10 and 11 visited Iceland. First stop was 
the breath-taking site of the Pacific and 
North American plate boundary. The 
group then enjoyed a relaxing afternoon 
in a world-renowned spa - The Blue 
Lagoon - enjoying the natural geother-
mal waters, mud masks and Icelandic 
smoothies.

A day spent exploring the Golden Circle was enjoyed by all where the group vis-
ited Iceland’s famous Gullfoss Waterfall and Strokkur geysers as well as the stun-
ning Þingvellir National Park. Their final stop was Iceland’s geothermal power 
station. The most exciting day included the challenge of climbing to the top of 
a glacier!

The group also spent time walking along the coastlines of Reynishverfi viewing 
basaltic columns, stacks and the black volcanic sands. The lava tube of Rau-
farholshellir was explored followed by a visit to the Perlan museum where we 
watched an inspiring Aurora Film and visited a man-made ice cave.

Additionally, their PE depart-
ment took year 8-10 students to 
Porto in Portugal to play foot-
ball. With five teams, including 
one girls team for the first time, 
the 65 pupils had 4 training ses-
sions working and developing all 
football aspects and each team 
played 2 games versus local op-
position. The games were com-
petitive and gave the pupils an 
experience of playing football on the continent.

When not training or playing the students took in a stadium tour of FC Porto, 
lunch in the Directors box, ten pin bowling, swimming, a FC Porto museum tour 
and access to the club shop. They also visited SC Brago where they watched a 
Primeira Liga match.

Moss cleared 
from roof tiles

S u m m e r 
is here, and 
you will be out 
in your gar-
den enjoying 
the sunshine 
and warmer 
weather.

But take a 
look at the rav-
ages the damp 
winter and 
spring have 
taken taken on 
your conservatory windows 
and roofline.

Are you dreading the an-
nual spring clean - with all that 
inevitable heavy work?

Of course you could get out 
your bucket and water. But 
be honest do you really fancy 
hanging off a ladder 12 feet in 
the air, balancing a bucket of 
hot soapy water in one hand 
and a sponge in the other?

Make you livin easy 
this summer with a full 
internal/external con-
servatory or house va-
let. It’ll cost less than 
you think.

Give the team a call 
on 01260 281 155 for 
a free, no obligation 
survey and quotation 
- and join the growing 
number of households 
going
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Free Consultation         Design Process            Problem Solving         Dedicated Support£ ?

Planning & Building Regulations
Residential Developments & New Builds
Extensions & Garden Rooms
Renovations & Loft Conversions
Conservation Areas & Listed Buildings

Architectural Drafting Services
We are experts in residential architecture and can offer a creative flair with fresh ideas to help 
make the most of your space. We are here to answer your questions and can advise on realistic 
budgets for your building.

Contact Daniel Matthias today to arrange a free, professional, no obligation consultation.
  www.architecture-ads.co.uk

  daniel@architecture-ads.co.uk

01270 368 912

07725 004 592

Alsager Animals in Need
We realise that with the ever increasing popu-
lation of Alsager, that people may not have 

heard of us. 
We are a small band of volunteers who help with stray, abandoned and un-
wanted cats and dogs. Space is at a premium as we need more volunteers to 
foster either cats/dogs short term until they are passed fit for re homing by 
our vets at County vets.
Food, litter, vets treatment is provided, you supply the time and T.L.C (Ten-
der Loving Care! In bucket loads as many of our animals come in either 
physically or emotionally abused).
We try to neuter as many cats out there, and return, and help with advice and 
scanning if a stray animal appears. BUSY! All this takes MONEY! People 
in Alsager are amazing, and our Town Council too who have just awarded 
us with £1,000, for which we are extremely grateful.

Cat News
Following a call out to a school playground, 
where a cat had had three kittens in a pile of 
tyres (meant to be a flower container but puss 
thought otherwise!), supporter Linda managed 
to save 2 kittens, mum cat running away with 1 
kitten in her mouth. Feeding new borns is a dif-
ficult task, feeds every 2 ½ hours (yes, through 

the night too!), sadly one passed away. This always makes us feel sad and 
at the least defeated, but one survived and Kipling, now with eyes open, 
is thriving, purring away and growing fatter everyday under the T.L.C of 
Jackie and Ali, who are well experienced at this game.
Our grateful thanks to Linda, Jackie and Ali for all their efforts in saving a 
little life.
We have been busy with cats with abscesses, caused through fighting – 

please, again, get your cat neutered.
We are helping a lady with health problems and is in hospital, 
her cat was left in the flat, and as we have no spaces, we have paid for her 
cat Arthur to go to Feline Lodge cattery, where we already have a stray, a 
tortoiseshell aged approximately 5-6.
So you see our boundaries are extending! We have lovely cats for re-hom-
ing, please think of the adults instead of kittens all the time!

Dog news
Again to the rescue when we asked to help a 3 year 
old Pomchi (Pomeranian cross Chihuahua) who need-
ed to have a front leg removed. Misse is doing well 
with fosterer Alison, and is now ready for a special 
home – she is a little sweetie.

Also needing a home is Timmy, 
a 5 year old Jack Russell, in fos-
ter care as we have no room in 
the kennels, sadly his owner has 
passed away.
Could you foster Leyna the 8 year old Rottweiler, blind 
and now with kidney failure? We do so want her to end 
her days in a home, at the moment she is fit and well and 
would soon find her way round, as she has in kennels.

Alsager Carnival Dog Show
Please support our dog show at Alsager Carnival on June 15th in Milton Park 
Alsager. Lots of classes for young, old, you name it! Rosettes and medals 
a must!!
Coffee Morning June 8th, Civic Centre, 9.30 – 11.30. A lovely atmosphere, 
lovely things to buy, gorgeous cakes etc etc..
Enquiries 01270 875260/07970 194929. Many thanks, Hilary

Special home re-
quired for Missie with 

an amputated leg

This is Sookie a shy girl 
quiet and affectionate

Leyna
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ALEC ROSS 
CARPETS

Domest ic
Commerc ia l

Indus t r ia l

* Free Local Deliveries
* Free Estimates
* Free Fitting on all Carpets          
* 48 hour Fitting from Stock 
* Laminate & Wood Flooring

Home Selection 
Service

7 Lawton Rd, Alsager 
01270 877083

It has been an ac-
tion-packed Spring 

in Girlguiding at Alsager District. 
The new Programme, launched by Girlguiding na-
tionally last autumn, has given leaders and girls 
some highly entertaining and, at times, extremely 
perplexing moments but either way – it has been 
enormous fun! The Programme has introduced six 
over-arching themes that the girls follow throughout 
their guiding career, building their knowledge, skills, 
self-confidence and independence. Leaders are also 
free to design meetings outside of the set Programme 
enabling the girls to celebrate events such as Chinese 
New Year, create gifts for Mother’s Day and enjoy 
an Easter Egg hunt in the park.
The Rangers braved the cold weather to build an 
open fire and cooked dampers, a basic bread invent-
ed by early Australian settlers. They also produced a 
short ‘stop frame animation’ to promote volunteering 
opportunities within Girlguiding which appeared on 
the ‘What’s happening In Alsager’ Facebook page.
Focusing on the ‘Be Well’ theme from the new Pro-
gramme, 3rd Alsager Guides enjoyed developing a 
theme for a restaurant and devised a menu and shop-
ping list. The following week they cooked and ate 
their food, which ranged from hot dogs to pizza and 
pasta. They also held a pamper and relaxation eve-
ning and gave each other a hand massage and then 
made a facemask from oatmeal, honey and yoghurt 
(messy but effective!). They ended the evening with 
a calming relaxation session.
The Guides celebrated the Chinese New Year with 
spring rolls, prawn crackers and fortune cookies. 

They designed Chinese Dragons, creating some 
amazing dragon heads, made lucky money enve-
lopes and T-light lanterns.
Proving that fashion can be made from anything, 5th 

and 6th Alsager Brownies both held ‘Trash Fashion’ 
nights where they brought in materials that were due 
to be recycled and made outfits out of them. Next 
stop Paris and Milan! Like the Guides, some of the 
Brownies have explored the Be Well theme and 
learnt about mindfulness and meditation.
Outside of the Programme the girls had a hugely en-
joyable trip to the Fire Station, made beautiful prom-
ise bracelets to remind them of the ethos underpin-
ning Girlguiding, and dipped silk handkerchiefs or 
created floral arrangements for Mother’s Day gifts.
Rainbows, the youngest members of the Girlguiding 
family, are already developing life skills by, for ex-
ample, learning basic first aid, understanding money 
and the relative value of various everyday items and 
grappling with the first principles of construction. 
Parents were most impressed when their daughters 
appeared clutching three-dimensional triangles made 
from marshmallow and dry spaghetti and knowl-
edgeably informing them that triangles are very 

Girlguiding at Alsager District
strong shapes used in engineering.
We have lots of girls in Alsager wanting to join Girl-
guiding but we can’t accommodate them without 
more volunteers. If you can inspire the next genera-
tion whilst having a great time yourself, please con-
tact Teresa Longhurst on 01270 884461 or by email 
at girlguidingalsager@gmail.com or log on to www.
girlguiding.org.uk/interested.

• Chartered Accountants & Registered Auditors 
• Business Finance Professionals 
• Full or Assisted Probate Service
• Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney

Marshall & Co
Chartered Accountants

Tel: 01270 882300 Fax: 01270 882600
Website: www.marshallaccountancy.co.uk
Email: info@marshallaccountancy.co.uk

Based in Alsager, serving clients across 
Staffordshire, Cheshire and beyond
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Alsager Library News & Events
June/July 2019 - 01270 375325

01270 878550
1A Linley Lane, Alsager, ST7 1QG

                   @NPHSUPPLIES
www.nphsupplies.co.uk

Opening Times:
Mon - Fri: 7.45am - 515pm

Saturday: 8.00am - 1.00pm
Sunday:Closed

One stop shop for your plumbing 

and heating supplies.

Free delivery to the local area.

Stock house hold names such as 

Worcester,Baxi and Ideal Standard.

Family run business for over 30 years.

Knowledgeable & friendly staff.

Mondays 2.00pm-4.00 Adult Colouring. 
Come along to colour, relax and chat. 
Pencils and sheets provided or bring your 

own. Refreshments included for 50 pence donation
Tuesdays 9.00-12.00 Citizens Advice Bureau. Citizens Advice 

provides free, confidential and independent advice to help people 
overcome their problems. Customers are seen on a “first come, 
first serve” basis. If you need help please  feel free to come along.

Wednesdays 10 - 12noon Coffee Morning. 
Our Coffee Mornings are held regularly on Wednesdays, 
where tea, coffee and biscuits are served by “Friends of 
Alsager Library” . We warmly welcome everyone for an 
enjoyable social event. Why sit at home alone? Come 
along to have a chat  For visits from specific groups please 
see below for details on separate dates.

Wednesdays 10 - 12noon Alsager Chess Club. Want to have a game 
of chess?  Drop-in & challenge members of Alsager Chess Club. 

Perhaps you may be interested in learning how to play this fas-
cinating game? Alsager Chess Club is a friendly welcoming 
group who are always looking for new 

members
Thursdays 3.30 - 4.30 LEGO Club. Come along and 
make a LEGO model. 

04 June 02 July 11.00-12.00 Alsager Readers Group. Come 
along to our Readers Group. Chat about favourite reads, 
iconic poems, current novels and non fiction. Refreshments 
available, donations welcome
04 June 02 July 2 - 4pm Alsager Cre-
ative Stitchers. Alsager Creative 

Stitchers meet on the first Tuesday of the month for talks, 
workshops etc. Fee charged. Visitors are always welcomed 

by this friendly group.
12 June 10 July 10.00-12.00 Alsager Community Support 
Centre. Come and meet Pia ,who can  offer information, sup-
port, and guidance on a range of issues and signpost to spe-
cialist help when necessary.

18 June 16 July 1.00-3.00 Cheshire Car-
ers Hub. Take a break, meet other Carers 

or speak to a friendly  Carers Support 
Worker. No need to book, please come along for a coffee 
and a chat.

12 & 26 June, 29 July 10.00-12.00 Nat West Com-
munity Banker. Come and meet Jane, the Nat West 
Community Banker who can offer help and support 
with online banking and offer alternative ways to bank

11 June 09 July 2.30pm Book Group. Enjoy mysteries and 
thrillers? Come along to a hopefully enjoyable and interest-
ing chat about these books - why they are so popular and 
which authors we should be trying. Local 

Author Roz Watkins will be coming along to 
run a Q&A session at our meeting in June so 

why not drop in ?  Refreshments will be available. Donations 
welcome
28 June 26 July 10.30-12.30 Alsager Memory 
Café. A  drop-in session for carers, families and people living 
with Dementia. A friendly, safe, social group run be trained vol-
unteers. 

05 June 10.00-12.00 Royal British 
Legion. 6 June 2019 marks the 75th 
anniversary of The D-Day Landings 
– one of the most remarkable Allied 
wartime operations. The Royal British 
Legion provides lifelong support for the Armed Forces community - serving 
men and women, veterans, and their families. Come along to find out more.

05 June 2.30-3.30 Apedale Heritage Centre. A talk by Les 
Mason from Apedale Heritage Centre about Mining in the area 
and Heritage centre. £2.00 Booking essential, refreshments 
provided.
12 June 2.00pm 

Snowdonia. Come along to an il-
lustrated talk by local photographer 
Geoff Reader about this popular and 

Charities Clubs Societies
Wednesdays 10.00-12.00 Coffee Morning. An ideal way to pro-
mote your work. Chat to customers, hand out information and at-
tract new members or volunteers. Sessions are free and refresh-
ments are available. To find out more please contact the Library.

Your Library needs you…. Are you interested in helping out at an 
event, can you spare an hour to garden, tell a story make tea or 

help in any way? Call the library to find out more. 
Rhymetime for pre-school children - Mon-

days 10 am and Baby Rhymetime Fridays 2 
pm Term Time only. Free. Please contact the 

Library for details. 
Little Bookworms - Fridays 10 am. Term Time only

    Saturdays Children’s Activities
Ist Saturday of every Month 10.00-
12.00 Saturday LEGO Club
2nd and 3rd Saturday of every Month 
10.30 Storytime 
4th Saturday of every Month 10.00-12.00 Family Crafts - children must be ac-
companied by a responsible adult   
For further information about our upcoming Children’s events please 
go to our webpage or check out our Facebook page. 
Yoga sessions - Tuesdays and Thursdays 10.30- 11.30am
Yoga sessions - Thursdays 7.30-9.30pm
Tai-Chi sessions - Thursday Afternoon1.00-3.00pm
Please check with the Library to confirm details of Yoga and Tai-Chi. 

Alsager Library has free Wi-Fi for Library members.
Do you know anyone in the Alsager area who is Housebound and would like 
Library books delivering?  You do?  Please contact the library for information.

picturesque area. Booking Essential. Refreshments avail-
able. Donations welcome. 
26 June 2.00-3.30pm Craft Group. 
Ever fancied trying Decoupage? 
Come along to our craft group to find 
out more and make a flowerpot. Book-

ing  essential, tickets £4.00.
03 July 10.00-12.00 Love Food Hate Waste. Find out 
more about how to cut down on your food waste and may-
be even save some money on your grocery shop.
10 July 10.00-12.00 Stroke Associ-
ation. Find out more about the valu-

able work The Stroke Association do to change the lives 
of those affected by this attack on the brain. Discover how 
you can make lifestyle changes to help reduce the pos-
sibility of being affected.

Summer Reading 
Challenge
06 July-07 Sep  

Our popular Summer 
Reading Challenge for 
children will be return-
ing on 6th July. 
The theme this year is 
“Space Chase” an out-
of-this-world adventure 
inspired by the 50th 
anniversary of the first 
moon landing. 
The Challenge encour-
ages children to read 
6 books over the long 
summer holiday. 
Call into the library to 
find out more.
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Alsager Library News & Events

Did you know our opening hours recently changed? 
Please see below for the revised opening times.

 Monday     9.00-5.00
 Tuesday     9.00-7.00
 Wednesday 9.00-5.00

Thursday  9.00-5.00 
Friday     9.00-5.00
Saturday   9.00-1.00

The Reading Agency and Libraries Present

Summer Reading Challenge 2019
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Join 

FREE
at your
local 

library!

spacechase.org.uk
© The Reading Agency. Registered charity number 1085443 (England & Wales)

YEARS
20

Liverpool Road, Kidsgrove. ST7 1EA
The Caravan Storage Centre. Opposite Tesco

Eco LogsMonday - Friday 10am - 5:00pm      Saturday - 10am - 3:00pm davidsmithson.co.uk

Your refillable
gas cylinder
Supplier.

Agents for
Safefill

LOCAL SafeFill Refill Station

The GREEN Money Saving Machine
Auto-Gas for cars & vans

Tel: 01782 787887

        FirePit Logs
BBQ Lighters

Summer Gases...
Patio Gas
BBQ Gas
Caravan Gas
Bar Gas

Summer Gases...
Patio Gas
BBQ Gas
Caravan Gas
Bar Gas



Audley Male Voice
New members are invited to sing in 
our choir. 
Come and learn to 
sing in a friendly 
and relaxed atmo-
sphere with a very 
successful choir. 
Rehearsals are 
every Thursday 
at 7.30 at Audley 
Methodist Church, ST7 8QF.

Members required for 1st and 2nd tenors, baritone and 
bass. Contact Malcolm Simpson, Tel 01782 639437.
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Alsager Dementia 
Friendly Community
Alsager Partnership recently celebrated 
the second birthday of its Memory Café 
with music and magic! 

Visitors were entertained with songs from the mu-
sicals and by composer Burt Bacharach, performed 
by Virginia Meir and Karen Shutt. To get us off to a 
great start, the young children from the Little Book-
worms group joined us to sing ‘Happy Birthday’. 
Later we were completely bemused by award win-
ning magician Nick Barnes - magic!

May 20th to 26th Dementia Action Week. The theme 
was Inclusion, which gave the town the opportunity 
to raise awareness of the support and activities avail-
able for people living with dementia and their carers. 
On May 20th we showcased activities and sports that 
are fun and can benefit people experiencing demen-
tia, families, carers and friends.

June 22nd sees the return by popular demand of our 
Summer Concert at St Mary’s Church. This is a free 
event with donations to support the continuation of 
work within our Dementia Friendly Community.

Alsager Arts Assoc
One of our newer members, Kath 
Ward, organised a recent workshop, 
the results were spring decorations 
made from felt. 
Certainly different from 
our usual ventures and 
thoroughly enjoyed by all 
participants. 

Our next workshop, by 
Valerie Brett, will hope-
fully provide ideas for a 
much needed Club Logo.

Further details of our As-
sociation can be found on 
our Facebook page.

The Alsager Family History Group 
meets on the third Monday of the 
month at Wesley Place Methodist 
Church at 7.30 pm.
The meeting on 17th June is entitled “Poi-
son: a Woman’s Weapon”. Angela 
Brabin’s talk is about a trial that took 
place in Liverpool in 1884 where two 
sisters were charged with the murder of 
Thomas Higgins, husband of the younger 
sister. The method was arsenic and the 
motive was insurance. It was not confined 
to Liverpool - the scheme had been going on all over 
the country in poor areas for decades - but because 
the people who were dying were “not important” no 
one took any notice until the case hit the headlines 
and the government was forced into action.

The meeting in July will be a visit - venue to be con-
firmed - during the day. There will be no meeting in 
August and in September the new season will begin 
with the AGM.

Visitors are always welcome to come along to the 
meetings. After the talks there is an opportunity to 
discuss family history with other members.

The entrance fee - which includes tea/coffee and bis-
cuits - is £1 for members of the Family History Soci-
ety of Cheshire and £2 for Non-members. For further 
information visit www.fhsc.org.uk email alsager@
fhsc.org.uk or have a look at facebook or Streetlife.

Welcoming 
new patients

01782 782 520
79 Liverpool Road, Kidsgrove, ST7 4EW

www.kidsgrovedental.com
DENTAL &
IMPLANT 
CENTRE

We offer a full selection of treatment including:
Smile Design | Veneers/Crowns | Teeth Whitening | Clear Braces | Sedation 

| Dental Implants | Root Canal | Dentures | Botox/Fillers

For a limited period only 
new patients will get their 
first checkup for 
only £35 - 
saving you £15! 
Children can sign up 
for free.

Visit of Smallwood Academy C of E Pri-
mary Choir

On Tuesday April 30th we were blessed with another 
visit from the choir of Smallwood primary school. 
They sang a glorious set lasting half an hour and en-
chanted all our patients and volunteers. Their visit 
was preceded by a fish and chip lunch for over forty 
people, collected by some of our volunteers from the 
Lakeside Fish Bar.

Talk on “The Goings-on at Lawton Hall”
Church Lawton historian Eric Bailey gave a highly 
informative and entertaining talk to the Keystone 
Group

Gift Aid
Interested readers can find more information about 
Keystone Support Centre on our Facebook page and 
on our website www.keystonesupportcentre.org . If 
you feel that you could benefit from any of Key-
stone’s services or if you would like discuss enroll-
ing as a volunteer above please contact Joyce Key 
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April a busy time for events at Key-
stone Support Centre.
Race Night
On April 5th we held a race night at the 13 Club with 
almost one hundred people attending. This was the 
first time that we had run such an event and it was 
very successful, so we are planning to make it an 
annual event. Almost 100 people attended and had 
some great fun whilst helping us to realise a profit 
of over £800 on the night. Thank you to all those 
who supported the event, especially the local busi-
nesses, organisations and individuals who sponsored 
the races:
AKU Managements Services, Alan and Pauline Cat-
terall Amie Nicole Hairdresser’s Flower Passion 
Parado Vapes Chatsworth Print The Townswomen’s 
Guild
Further thanks are also due to the staff at the 13 Club 
and to the Keystone volunteers who organised the 
event and helped it to run so successfully, especially 
those who slaved away in the kitchen to provide the 
pie & peas supper while everyone else was enjoying 
the thrills of the racing.

Elvis Night
One week later a large group of Keystone volunteers 
supported the Elvis Night which was held as a fun-
draising event for our hosts Lawton Memorial Hall. 
We all agreed that he was the funniest Elvis that we’d 
seen. And we had pie and peas that night too – any-
one for slimming class?

on 01270 872157 or 07936 185328, please note that 
these numbers are only manned on a Tuesday when 
the Centre is open for business, so please leave a 
message and Joyce will get back to you. Alternatively 
email joyce@keystonesupportcentre.org.uk
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Tel: 01782 775947

KIDSGROVE TROPICALS
& WATER GARDEN CENTRE

OPEN 
7 DAYS

Tropical fish, marine fish, corals, 
invertebrates, tropical plants & aquariums

Family run business, 
qualified staff, established over 35 years

Unit 2, Hollins Crescent, Kidsgrove, ST7 1JX
www.kidsgrovetropicals.co.uk

POND 
SECTION 

NOW 
OPEN

Clock Repairs
www.evantime.com

Kidsgrove
Member of the BHI

info@evantime.com

EvanTime
Call us on 01782 774337

FREE Quotes, 
Collection & Delivery

Always on time

New Vicar for Christ Church
Revd Daran Ward is the New Vicar of 
Christ Church Alsager.
Reverend Daran Ward, previously from the diocese of 
Sheffield, has recently taken up the post of Vicar of 
Christ Church Alsager. He moved here with his wife, 
Aly and two boys, Mac and Adam (who are both away 
at university).
Daran said: “This is a return to home turf for me as I was born in Stoke-on-
Trent, although I’d not lived in the area since I left to study Mathematics at 
Brunel University.
“Following university, I worked in IT, first as programmer and technical 
consultant for Steria; and later as a principal consultant at Citrix.
“In 2007, after a calling from God into ordained ministry, I moved with my 
family to Nottingham where I studied for two years at St John’s College.”
Following ordination in 2009, Daran served his curacy in the benefice of 
Hartley Wintney, Winchfield and Dogmersfield in Hampshire, and then took 
up a post as vicar of Bramley and Priest in Charge of Thrybergh.
Daran said of his ministry so far: “It has been a wonderfully fruitful time. 
We have built strong relationships with our schools, parish councillors, and 
even the local pub in Bramley offered its space for us to run community 
events. We made many friends, had lots of laughs and shed tears together. I 
take many fond memories with me.”
He concluded: “I am greatly excited by this move back to this area and to 
engaging with all sections of the community and with the other churches in 
our town. We have had such a friendly welcome, thank you to everyone who 
has made our move to Alsager such a joy. We really feel blessed.”
Join us for our SUMMER FESTIVAL AT CHRIST CHURCH on Saturday 
6th July 11am-3pm. Community Event with games, craft activities, circus 
skills, climbing wall, music performances, mini interactive multi-media 
shows and refreshments.
For more information about what we do at Christ Church 
Alsager, check out our website: www.christchurchalsager.
uk or find us on facebook. Feel free to contact us on tel: 
01270 872291 or email: admin@christchurchalsager.uk.

Alsager Community Theatre 
National Trust property Little Moreton Hall once again 
hosts a production by award-winning local amateur com-
pany, Alsager Community Theatre. 

In July, ACT stages a new adaptation of 
Jane Austen’s much loved novel Pride and 
Prejudice in the courtyard of this beautiful 
Elizabethan Hall (or in a marquee there if 
the weather is wet).
The romantic clash between the opinion-
ated Elizabeth Bennet and her proud beau 
Mr Darcy is a splendid display of civilised 
sparring, and Jane Austen’s radiant wit 
sparkles as her characters dance a delicate 
quadrille of flirtation and intrigue. Pride 
and Prejudice was immediately success-
ful when it was first published in 1813, 
and has remained one of the most popular 
works in the English language, loved and 
admired by generations of readers, and 

adapted many times for stage, film and television. Jane Austen herself referred to 
Pride and Prjudice as “her own darling child” and its vivacious heroine, Elizabeth 
“as delightful a creature as ever appeared in print.”
Director Eileen Venables has adapted the novel herself (assisted by Maree Thor-
pe) and tells us “Fortunately, many actors are keen to take part in Jane Austen’s 
delightful and witty story of the Bennet sisters and their adventures in the mar-
riage market, and ACT has gathered a large and experienced cast of familiar 
faces and new talent. As well as the reluctant lovers Elizabeth and Darcy, there 
are many strong, memorable and humorous characters to be brought to life in this 
superb comedy of Regency England manners. And once again wardrobe mistress 
Barbara Malcolm will be producing stunning and colourful costumes to comple-
ment the beautiful setting of the Hall.”
Pride and Prejudice is performed on 11, 12 and 13 July & on 18, 19 and 20 July,  
7.30pm. Audience members are free to picnic on the lawns at Little Moreton Hall 
beforehand, and there is a marquee for performances in the event of wet weather.
Tickets are £14 (£10 for under 21s), by phoning the box office on 01260 276165.
You can visit the group’s website to find out more about ACT : www.alsagercom-
munitytheatre.org.uk

Alsager Community 
Theatre 
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Tel: 01782 219266

Cartlidge 
Curtains & 

Soft Furnishing
Blinds Ltd

Fitting service available
Free parking

See our showroom displays for 
ideas or we offer a home sampling 

and measure service

Vertical Blinds 
manufactured on 

the premises

50% OFF
selected vertical blinds

30% OFF 
selected wooden 
venetian blinds

We also stock: 
nets, voiles, tracks & poles

Alsager Rotary
It’s Animal Safari time again! 
Have you got your entry ready? Al-
sager Rotary, The Inner Wheel Club 
of Alsager and Tangent are running 
the Alsager Animal Safari and we 
need your help to make it a success.
The Safari is made up of two com-
petitions, one for those entering an 
animal display, these can include 
pictures, models or a display of softs 
toys and the display needs to be suit-
ably titled and the other competition 
is for those searching for the displays.
So get creative and do your own display for the Safari. The winners are voted 
for by the “hunters”. The deadline for registering your display is 19th May 2019.
The event will run from 25th May until Saturday 16th June 2019. The animals can 
be spotted in the windows or gardens of residents’ homes and business alike. Try 
and track down as many as you can and record them on the official entry form. 
It is a great way to get to know the layout of the town and find out what services 
are available in the area.
Forms for entry can be downloaded from our website at www.rotary-ribi.org/
clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=261 or you can email Alsager.Animal.Safari@
gmail.com.

New Member
We are also pleased to welcome our newest member, Paul Heyes. 
Paul has recently moved into Alsager and wanted to take an active part in the 
community. Paul came along to a few of our Monday evening meetings and so-
cial events to see what Rotary in Alsager was about before deciding to join. 
If you are interested in helping support your local community and communities 
worldwide and want to know more about what Rotary in Alsager does, please 
come and visit us at the Alsager Carnival in Milton Park on Saturday 15th June 
and ask us about what we do. You could also email us at enquiries@alsagerrotary.
co.uk or look us up on Facebook for more information on what we do.
Future Alsager Rotary events to look forward to include the Communities Market 
in September and hopefully a musical concert at St Marys Church in the New 
Year. Keep your eyes peeled for details.

Alsager Pikemere 
Townswomen’s Guild 

Alsager Pikemere Townswomen’s Guild boasts some remarkable 
women amongst its membership and none more so than Barbara 

Hurst. Members were therefore absolutely delighted when she was recently de-
clared Townswoman of the Year by the North Staffs Federation of Townswomens’ 
Guilds at its annual Afternoon Tea. Whilst Mrs Hurst said she was both “stunned 
and delighted” her colleagues unanimously agreed the award was richly deserved.

Mrs Hurst was a founder member of Alsager Pikemere 
Townswomen’s Guild almost 50 years ago and has been 
an ardent supporter of it ever since. She has served on 
the its Committee in a variety of roles and her efforts 
have significantly contributed to the success of the Guild 
which is still going strong. Maureen Rees, the current 
chair of the Guild, said in nominating Mrs Hurst “Barba-
ra still involves herself very much in the month-to-month 
running of the Guild; she is always first up to volunteer 
for any task that needs doing.” She continued “Barbara 
is a source of all knowledge concerning Townswomen’s 
Guild; she knows all the rules and regulations and we 
are very proud of the loyal, total commitment she shows 
us.”

Mrs Hurst has also served on the Federation’s Committee where she was Chairman 
for three years before becoming President. Over the years she has attended national 
Delegate meetings, both as a delegate and an observer, and still attends the annual 
carol services wherever they are held. As well as being a founder member of the 
Alsager Guild, Mrs Hurst held dual membership when she helped to open a Guild 
in Kidsgrove and was its Chairman at one time.
In announcing Mrs Hurst as Townswoman of the Year, the Federation Commit-
tee noted that the members of Alsager Guild had promoted her nomination very 
strongly. Mrs Rees explained “Barbara is a very social, appreciative, gracious, 
and generous person. We are truly honoured to have her as a member of our Guild 
and as a friend. She is hugely deserving of this award.”
Alsager Townswomen’s Guild meets every month to listen to fascinating talks, 
have fun and enjoy a range of outings and excursions. Last month members en-
joyed a great day out at Harrogate flower show and activities over the coming 
weeks include the Federation’s annual quiz, the Guild’s annual walk and afternoon 
tea at Rudyard Lake. And our plans for both the Summer party and Christmas 
dinner are well-underway – we like to be well-organised! Come and join us on 
the second Thursday of every month at 19.30 at the United Reformed Church in 
Alsager or call Denise Lennox on 07767 672114 for more information.

BRAMMER’S
13 Station Road, Biddulph

01782 513347
Est over 80 years

Proprietors Hilda & David Sheldon

High Quality shoes for all the family

Good stock of plimsols and wellingtons. 
Stocks of  slippers for all the family held all year round.

High Quality Accessories
Scarves, Umbrellas, Leather bags, Purses and Wallets.

Summer sandals 
and accessories

Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5.00pm

Mrs Maureen Rees (l)
Chair Alsager Pikemere 
TWG with Mrs Barbara 
Hurst (r) Federation’s 

Townswoman of the Year

        The hunt 
            is on!



In the last edi-
tion of Money 
Corner I posed 
the question 
‘How risky is 
risky?’, setting 
that question 

against its opposite, ‘How safe is 
safe?’.
I was making the point that the riskiest thing we might do with our 
investment cash is to put it on deposit where we know that historical 
interest rates have always been out-paced by inflation, resulting in a 
reduction in value in real terms. Personally speaking, I have noticed a 
significant jump in the prices of everyday goods since the 2016 Brexit 
vote. Leaving politics aside, it’s during periods like this that savings can 
be decimated, particularly when coupled with a decade or more of low 
savings rates.

On the other hand we could go to the other risk extreme and bet ev-
erything we own on a hunch for the 3.30 at Aintree – hardly a realistic 
option for most of us!

It is a fact that the higher the risk you are willing to take the higher the 
rewards can be – provided the risk is measured, diversified (avoiding all 
eggs in one basket), monitored and managed regularly. Unfortunately, 
most new clients I meet have absolutely no idea how much risk their 
pensions and investments are currently exposed to and seem to have 
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Chris Shemilt’s Money Corner

EQUITY RELEASE
…is it right for you?

Age 55 or over and own your own home?
Unlock the value in your home now – TAX FREE!

Equity release is a modern and safe alternative to downsizing, and you can use your cash for any purpose whatsoever

*All the above features are subject to terms and conditions
This information specifically refers to a lifetime mortgage which is a form of equity release. A lifetime mortgage will be secured against your home. Interest is 

charged on the total loan amount plus any interest already charged. The amount you owe grows quickly and reduces the equity left in the property. The loan is 
repaid in full, along with the interest built up, from the sale of the property when you die or move into long-term care. Repaying a loan early could mean high 
repayment charges. There may be cheaper ways of borrowing money so taking advice is very important. The tax treatment of products and their benefits are 
based upon our understanding of current tax law and HMRC practices both of which are subject to change in the future and are dependent on your individual 

circumstances. There is no guarantee future house prices will rise and this could affect the equity left in your home. 

•  Pay off existing debts
•  Dream holiday
•  Financial help for children/grandchildren
•  No negative equity guaranteed
•  Move home in the future 
•  Top up retirement income

FIND OUT MORE – BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION
Lyon & Co LLP

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

01270 882086
Lyon & Co LLP is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, FCA number 469399

Registered office 14 Crewe Road, Alsager, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST7 2ES
Fees apply. Equity release can affect any State benefits you may receive. Equity release can leave less in your estate for your beneficiaries

•  Care home fees
•  Create a ‘rainy day’ fund
•  Fixed interest rate for life
•  No affordability checks
•  Full or partial repayments permitted 
•  Home improvements

•  New car
•  Retain 100% ownership of your home
•  Right of residence guaranteed
•  Optional repayments
•  Reduce or even negate inheritance tax

Chris Shemilt
Lyon & Co LLP

arrived at a mishmash of different funds by 
accident somewhere along the way.

So, once we have set aside an appropri-
ate level of ‘emergency’ funds for easy and 
quick access on deposit, what can we do to 
keep pace with inflation, or even make a mar-
gin over it – without taking too much risk.

Very few people gravitate to one end of the 
risk spectrum or the other and most of us are 
somewhere in between. Our first step is to 
measure the level of risk we are willing to 

take and this in itself can be quite difficult. I use very sophisticated psy-
chometric risk profiling tools to help assess the level of risk a client is 
willing to take and then fine-tune the outcome by discussion. However, 
if you can imagine risk as a 1-10 scale you should be able to imagine a 
comfortable place on the scale.

Another important aspect to risk is the timescale available. Someone 
in their twenties thinking about their workplace pension has decades to 
take advantage of the high risk/high reward opportunity, but someone 
who is saving to help a child with a house deposit in five years’ time will 
probably want much less risk.

Finally, it is very likely that you might want to adopt a different risk for 
different types of savings dependent upon when they might be needed.

Chris Shemilt is an independent financial adviser and senior partner of 
Lyon & Co LLP. We are more than happy to offer readers a FREE con-
sultation to help you create your financial plan and get you to where you 
want to go. Call us today on 01270 882086.

Keeping ahead of inflation

      Alsager in Focus        June/July 2019          Tel:  01782  513663      Email: goodnewspublishing@hotmail.co.uk        19

Could you spare a few hours each week to help local 
primary school children read well and express them-
selves confidently?
Coram Beanstalk is a national reading charity that 
transforms children’s life chances by recruiting, 
training and supporting volunteers to work direct-
ly with children aged 3-11 who need support in 
their reading skills. Coram Beanstalk volunteers 
help engage children in books and stories, bring-
ing the fun and magic back in to reading with 
children whose reading confidence and enjoyment may have been lost.
There are two programmes for which volunteers are needed in Kidsgrove, Tunstall, 
Burslem, Hanley, Carmountside and Bucknall:
Reading 321 – as a reading helper you will support three primary school children 
twice a week for 30 minutes sessions for at least one academic year. The children 
you will be working with need support in their reading skills to enable them to 
catch up with their peers.
Story Starters – Coram Beanstalk also has opportunities for volunteers to get in-
volved as part of its Story Starters programme, helping children aged 3-5 become 
ready to read through developing language skills and introducing them to the 
magic of books. As a Story Starter volunteer you will be working one-to-one with 
children in two 20-minute sessions a week at a local early years setting.
Very importantly, sessions are meant to be fun, engaging and informal. By having 
this one-to-one time with each child the reading helper can help to develop the 
child’s reading skills and wider language acquisition in a fun and engaging way.
All volunteers receive professional training and support to ensure that they are best 
able to support young children and feel comfortable in a setting such as a primary 
school or nursery.
If you would like to become a reading helper in these areas, please visit the website 
at www.corambeanstalk.org.uk or call Coram Beanstalk on 020 7729 4087.

Prize Crossword Competition

Many thanks to all 
who entered our last 
Crossword Competi-
tion. The correct answer 
was ‘EASTER EGG’. 
First correct reply to 
be picked from the bag 
was from Mrs Cooper of 
Alsager who wins a £10 
gift voucher which she 
has chosen to spend at 
M6 Beds - congratula-
tions! This issue we are 
again offering a £10 
voucher to be spent 
in a shop or business 
advertising in Alsager 
in Focus (please state 
on your reply). The first 

 Down
 1. Support stage set? (4)
 2. SET BAN for non attendance (6)
 3. SAWN a cob? (4)
 4. Listen to a HARE? (4)
 5. Acquaintance FINDER (6)
 7. A TIRE can make you very angry (5)
11. Amount of space taken up by a book? (6)
13. Record line? (6)
14. A FLAT can be deadly (5)
16. Stare at the PAGE (4) 
17. RELY on old stringed instrument (4)
19. RUED being impolite (4)

Across
6. Colourful product of sun & rain (7)
8. These ARE good for listening with (3)
9. Ordinary sounding aircraft (5)
10. Scandanavian makes you SNORE (5)
11. I’VE to compete for answer (3) 
12. Pull GUT back (3)
14. Craze that will FADE shortly (3)
15. Short GALLEY is lawful (5)
18. External ROUTE (5)
20. PAM will help you find the way (3)
21. RELIVED abusive tirade (7)

correct answer drawn on July 5th  2019 is the winner. Just complete the crossword 
and re-arrange the letters found in the shaded squares to make a new word or words, 
send your answer on a postcard with your name, address and telephone number 
to:- Good News, 128 High Street, Harriseahead, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 4JX.  

1

6

9

2 3 4 5

7 8

10

11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18

20 21

19

Answers to last crossword: Across: 1. Girth 4. Crown 9. Entrap 10. Vacant 12. Acne 13. Jam 14. Peal 17. 
Diamond 22. Unit  23. Add 24. Just 27. Endear 28. Battle 29. Seven 30. Teems  Down: 2. Intent 3. Team 5. Reap 6. 
Weasel 7. Sedan 8. Stale 11. Manmade  15. Fin 16. Ant  18. Queen  19. Fiddle  20. Custom 21. Steer 25. Sage 26. Care

Unit 4, Station Road, Kidsgrove, Staffordshire ST7 1BX

Telephone No  01782 772175
Email: sales@plumbunit.co.uk
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were thousands of people lining the 
near eleven mile route the funeral cor-
tege made, taking in Longton and The 
Victoria Ground site before arriving at 
Stoke Minster one and a half hours after 
departing from the stadium, the people 
of Stoke on Trent really did their adopt-
ed son proud. The day itself followed a 
very similar format as Sir Stan’s funeral 
and again a who’s who of world football 

came to Stoke to pay their respects to a foot-
balling icon”.

Andrew is the fourth generation of his fam-
ily to oversee Joseph Edwards & Sons Fu-
neral Directors and with their team of highly 
trained staff, no matter how simple or how 
elaborate a client’s requirements, you know 
that you can safely entrust things to this inde-
pendent local community funeral company.

JOSEPH

& SONS
FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS SINCE 1882

TEL: 01270 882097
144/146 CREWE ROAD, ALSAGER

EDWARDS

Private Chapels of Rest, Monumental Masonry, Floral Tributes,Catering, 
Nationwide Repatriation Service, D.S.S. Financial Grant Claims, 

Advice on Pre-Paid Funeral Planning.
All available 24 hours in strictest confidence.

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

GOLDEN
CHARTER

amidst a ground and statue adorned with 
shirts, flags and other football memorabilia 
from around the world.
The date was the 47th anniversary of Stoke 
City’s 1972 League Cup win over Chelsea in 
which Banks played a vital role. Team mates 
from that match along with current Stoke 
players formed a guard of honour at Stoke 
Minister as the coffin was carried in by goal-
keepers from his three former clubs: Jack 
Butland (Stoke City), Kasper Schmeichel 
(Leicester City), and Joe Anyon (Chester-
field) along with England’s Joe Hart.
The service began with time-honoured Cup 
Final hymn Abide With Me and closed with 
My Way, sung by Frank Sinatra. Tributes 
were made by Sir Geoff Hurst, Peter Coates, 
Don Mullan and Ms Wendy Banks.
Andrew Edwards said afterwards “there 

Joseph Edwards & Sons, who 
have been arranging funerals 
in Staffordshire and Cheshire 
since 1882, were honoured to 
be chosen to arrange and con-
duct the funeral of Stoke City 
and England football legend 
Gordon Banks OBE.

They were also chosen to look after Sir Stan-
ley Matthews back in 2000.
Andrew Edwards along with Robert Mel-
ville, James Byatt, Chris Percy and their 
team spent many hours preparing to make 
sure everything ran like clockwork once 
again.
The cortege started from the halfway line at 
The bet365 Stadium, where a large crowd 
had gathered as Banks’ football achieve-
ments were displayed on the big screens, 

Joseph Edwards & Sons
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MOT & INTERIM SERVICE
INCLUDES FILTERS, OIL, ALL LEVELS CHECKED AND ADJUSTED, PRE MOT CHECK - MOT CLASS IV 

ALL FOR £99 INC VAT
(Excludes Platinum Plugs and Specialist Oils)

l Mobile tyre fitting at your convenience 
l Collection and delivery service available
l Nitrogen inflation available (increases mpg)

SERVICES AVAILABLE AT 
OUR TALKE BRANCH

EXHAUSTS

Jamage Industrial Estate, Pit Lane, Talke, ST7 1UH  
(opposite Freeport Shopping Complex) 01782 772999

SERVICING

CALL US NOW FOR DETAILS 
OF OUR SPECIAL OFFErS

Ask about our air conditioning,diagnostics 
services and computerised wheel alignment

TYRESBATTERIES

MAKE SURE YOUR CAR IS 
SAFE FOR THE holidays with 

a free safety check

Call in for free alignment, battery, tyre 
pressure and tread depth checks
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Happy 150th Birthday Wesley Place!
To celebrate 150 years working in the Alsager Commu-
nity, everyone is invited to join us in these exciting events 
planned over the next twelve months:

Launch Anniversary Morning Service Sunday 2nd June led by the Pres-
ident of the Methodist Conference
Visiting Preachers from ‘yesteryear’ – 2019/20
150 kilometre walk around the Circuit – 7th – 14th July 2019
Teddy bears Picnic 14th July
Food for the Community – July/August 2019
What is a Methodist? – 2019
Wesley Place Achive Display - 2019-05-08 Audley male Voice Choir 
– 14th September 2019
Audley Male Voice Choir – 14th September 2019
Back to Church Sunday – 15th September 2019
Barn Dance – 5th October
Sing A Long A Sound of Music – 9th November 2019 4.30pm
U3A Light Orchestra Christmas Concert – 14th December
New Years Eve Party/Disco
Band Concerts
Organ Recital
Continuous Table Tennis – 1st February 2010
Musical in a day – 14th March 2020
Pantomime – Autumn 2020

There has been a decline in 
the number of bus services in 

rural and semi-rural areas

May Barthomley W.I.
For all W.I.’s around the country May is 
our Resolutions month, so after dancing 
around the maypole and celebrating the International Re-
spect for Chicken’s Day - yes it does exsist, our members 
hurried to Barthomley Village Hall to debate the two Reso-
lutions put forward for 2019. 
Two very different Resolutions have been put 
forward. The first one concerns the massive 
decline in the number of bus services, partic-
ularly of those in rural and semi-rural areas. 
We recognise that as a result this may increase 
isolation for rural communities. If adopted the 
NFWI would call on the Government and lo-
cal authorities to increase subsidies and work 
in partnership with bus companies and com-
munity transport operators to enable an ad-
equate provision of services. Of course it is a difficult issue to promote as many 
of these buses do at the moment run nearly empty. 

The second Resolution proposal is called “Don’t fear the 
Smear”. Cervical screening saves around 5,000 lives a year, 
yet attendance is currently at its lowest for a decade. The 
proposer is concerned that the number of women attend-
ing routine cervical screening is falling despite the num-
ber of lives the test saves each year. She would like to 
see the introduction of a WI awareness raising campaign to 
help tackle the reasons for this.

So as you can see these Resolutions provided much discussion and consider-
ation by our members. Fortunately it was followed by refreshments provided 
by “The Honey Pot”. 

We meet again on 4th June at Barthomley Village Hall at 7.pm, when we will 
be tackling Fused Glass with Angela Ashton. Why not come and try your hand!
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